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Anatomy of a ‘frying-pan’

1

1. Tsountas 1898, fig. 11a. 2. National Archaeological Museum, Athens
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Interpreting ‘frying-pan’ function

●Libation vessel (Coleman 1985; Betancourt 2012)

●Vessel lid (Treuil 1983)

●Mirror (Mellink 1956; Getz-Gentle; Papathanassoglou & Georgouli 2009)

●Salt pan (Doumas (1993; Siotis & Aloupi‐Siotis 2020)

●Cult object (Zchietzchmann 1935; Goodison 2006)

●Cosmic calendar (Faucounau 1978; Tsikritsis et al. 2015)

●Pigment palette (Rambach 2000).

●Drum (Marinatos 1959),

●Incense burner (Dugas 1925)
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Coleman Typology (1985)

Forked
handle

Barred
handle

Bracket
handle

Rectangular
handle

Rambach Typology (2000)

EH I—II
“Continental”

EC I/II Kampos EC II
Syros

EC II Aplomata

1 2 32 4

5
6 7 8

1. Coleman 1985, fig. 3.
2. Coleman 1985, fig. 25.
3. Kontoleontos (PAE) 1972, pl. 142.
4. Davaras 2012, pl. 14, 267.
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Balkan 

origins

Arranged by author, using Google Earth and images from Coleman 2011
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Distribution

By author using QGIS

Coleman 

1985 

distribution
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Distribution

By author using QGIS

Post-1985 

distribution
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Theoretical approach

“...partners in the social conversation 

of being.” (Boast 1997, 190)

Embodiment:

Embodied use of material, becoming an extension of their physical 

presence.

Materiality:

‘Material agency’ of material. Ability to act and be acted upon.

Material scaffold:

Potential to carry communicated meaning mediated through embodied

performance.
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Decorative Intensity

All pottery from British Museum
Diagram by author
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Cemetery contexts

Chalandriani, Syros (EC II)

●Close to face of deceased

●Vessels stacked into frying-pan

●Niche or corner

●Close to face basis for mirror 

interpretation?

Manika, Euboia (EH I-II)

●Upright position affixed to the 

chamber wall

1 2

1. Tsountas 1898; Hekman 2003. 2. Sapouna-Sakellaraki 1987; Papavasileiou 1910.
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Non-funerary contexts

Nea Kifissia, Attica (EH II)

●Pits containing a variety of 

vessels

●Frying-pans included alongside 

portable hearth fragments

●Marble figurines

●Interpreted as refuse from cult 

activities

Proskynas, Lokris (EH II)

●Building A

●Imported Cycladic frying-pan 

fragments with drinking and pouring 

shapes

●House deliberately burned down 

and sealed with stones

●Commemoration?

●Interpreted as social drinking 

activities
1. Georgousopoulou 2019. 2. Zahou 2019.

1 2
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Alternatives?

●Chalandriani – c. 6% of burial 

assemblage

●Five Kampos fragments from 

Markiani (EC I/II) none from Keros-

Syros (EC II) phases

●Four published fragments at 

Phylakopi – from over 100 EC II 

examples

●In all cases frying-pans a minor 

element in ceramic assemblages
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Distribution

By author using QGIS

Post-1985 

distribution

1

2
3

2

3

1. FN/EH I. c. 3200 BCE
2. EH I/EC I/II. c. 2800 BCE
3. EH II/EC II, c. 2600 BCE
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1

1. British Museum. 2. Staatliche Museen zu Berlin

Early Helladic
2
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Early Minoan

All from the British Museum
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Interpreting ‘frying-pan’ function
●Libation vessel (Coleman 1985; Betancourt 

2012)

●Mirror (Mellink 1956; Getz-Gentle; 

Papathanassoglou & Georgouli 2009)

●Salt pan (Doumas (1993; Siotis & Aloupi‐Siotis 

2020)

●Cult object (Zchietzchmann 1935; Goodison 

2006)

●Cosmic calendar (Faucounau 1978; Tsikritsis 

et al. 2015)

●Pigment palette (Rambach 2000).

●Drum (Marinatos 1959),

Need for the incorporation of the decorated elements into active praxis
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Diagram by author using images from Pixabay, Hekman 2003 and Tsountas 1899
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Decorative interpretation

●Cycladic deity life and death (Getz-Gentle 1996)

●Female sun goddess (Goodison 2006)

●Ishtar (Sherratt 2000)

●Raiding and sexual gratification/reproduction (Broodbank 2000)
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Undecorated frying-pans

1
2

1. By author using QGIS. 2. Sapouna-Sakellaraki 1987, pl. 38 Manika, Euboia – EH I—II
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Spirals and Concentric circles

1. By author using QGIS. 2A. National Archaeological Museum, Athens. 2B. Kontoleontos (PAE) 1972, pl. 142. 2C. Karlsruhe, Badisches Landesmuseum. 2D. National Archaeological Museum, Athens.

1

2
B. Aplomata, Naxos – EC II

D. Chalandriani – EC II

A. Louros Athalassou, Naxos – EC I/II

C. Naxos - EC II

Sympozjum Egejskie
19-20 June 2023

Christopher Nuttall
Postdoc



20

Kerbschnitt

A. Aplomata, Naxos – EC II B. Syros – EC II

C. Tsepi, Attica – EH I D. Markopoulo, Attica – EH I

1. By author using QGIS. 2A. Kontoleontos (PAE) 1972, pl. 141. 2B. Coleman 1985, fig. 2. 2C. Pantelidou Gofa (PAE) 2011, pl 7a.  2D. Papachristodoulou 1971 (AAA), fig. 5.  

11

2
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Sky (Star/Sun)

1. By author using QGIS. 2A. Coleman 1985, fig. 3. 2B. National Archaeological Museum, Athens. 2C. Museum of Cycladic Art, Athens. 2D. Papathanasopoulos 1961–62 (ADelt), pl. 66.

1

A. Chalandriani, Syros – EC IIB. Chalandriani, Syros – EC II

C. “Cyclades” – EC I/IID. Louros Athalassou, Naxos - EC I/II

2
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Genitalia

A. Chalandriani, Syros - EC II B. Chalandriani, Syros – EC II

C. Chalandrani, Syros – EC II D. Chalandriani, Syros – EC II

1. By author using QGIS. 2A. Coleman 1985, fig. 3. 2B. National Archaeological Museum, Athens. 2C. Coleman 1985, fig. 6. 2D. National Archaeological Museum, Athens.

1

2
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Seascape

1. By author using QGIS. 2. Both images from the National Archaeological Museum, Athens.

1

Chalandriani, Syros – EC II

Louros Athalassou, Naxos – EC I/II

2
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Undecorated

Skyscape (Star/Sun)

Spirals and Circles

Kerbschnitt

Female Genitalia

Seascape (Boat/Fish)

Legend

Summary

By author using QGIS 
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Embedment

Embedment:

●How individuals experienced 

themselves in specific cultural 

or physical environments 

through embodied praxis.

●Investigation of culturally 

specific practices and concepts, 

on individual and collective 

levels.

Material culture

Environment Practices

1. AI generated image using DeepAI. 2. Museum of Cycladic Art. 3. National Archaeological Museum, Athens.
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‘International Spirit’

1. Renfrew 1972, fig. 20.5. 2. All from the British Museum1 2
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Tsepi, Attica – EH I

Pantelidou Gofa (PAE) 2011, pl 7a
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Chalandriani, Syros – EC II

1. NAM, Athens. Modified by author. 
2. British Museum

1
2 2
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By author. Images from Pixabay, Tsountas 1898 and Hekman 2003.
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Dziękuję! Thank you for your time.

chrisnuttallacademia@gmail.com
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