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1. Tsountas 1898, fig. 11a. 2. National Archaeological Museum, Athens
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.Libation vessel (Coleman 1985; Betancourt 2012)

-Vessel lid (Treuil 1983)

-Mirror (Mellink 1956; Getz-Gentle; Papathanassoglou & Georgouli 2009)
.Salt pan (Doumas (1993; Siotis & Aloupi-Siotis 2020)

.Cult object (Zchietzchmann 1935; Goodison 2006)

.Cosmic calendar (Faucounau 1978; Tsikritsis et al. 2015)

-Pigment palette (Rambach 2000).

.Drum (Marinatos 1959),
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“Frying Pans” of the Early Bronze Age Aegean™
JOHN E. COLEMAN

{Pls. 33-37)

Abiiract

Recent discoveries have shed new light on the curious
objects known as *[rying pans,” whose real purpose is
disputed. Maost are of terracotta, but a few examples are
now known of stone and there are also two of bronze
from Alaca Hiyitk. They may be divided into several
groups according o the type of handle (ie., forked,
harred, rectangular and “bracket”). *Frying pans” from
the Cycladic islands can often be distinguished Trom
those found on the mainland of Greece by both their han-
dles and their decoration. The chronological evidenos in-
dicates that all “frying pans" now known from the Cycla-
des may be dated wo Early Cycladic 11, These found on
the mainland date to Early Helladic 1 and 11, It is argued
that “frying pans” were probably used as plates, as My-
lonas has suggested, although they may often have served
a decorative function as well. It is not yet clear whether
the form originated in the Cyclades or the mainland of
Greece. The examples in bronze from Alaca Hiiyik are
hard to explain, but they may have copied Cyeladic ex-
enplars in stone.

The objects familiarly known as “frying pans” first

= An early draft of this article was prfml:rd. ina wtq'kshup o
prehistoric Cycladic chronology at the University of London in
June 1983, The workshop was organized by B.L.M. Barber and
Joac MacGillivray; [ would like 1o thank them and the other partic-
ipants far their comments and encouragement. 1 should like Turther
taexpress my thanks o Machiebd . Mellink, Marcia K. Mogelon-
sky, Jargen Thimene, and members of the Bromee Age Seminar at

1. Coleman 1985, fig. 3.

2. Coleman 1985, fig. 25.

3. Kontoleontos (PAE) 1972, pl. 142.
4. Davaras 2012, pl. 14, 267.

came to light in the Cycladic islands in the late nine-
teenth century.' The discoveries by Tsountas in the
Cyclades in the 1890s® and subsequently those by
Tsountas and Papavasileiou at Manika in Euboea®
caused these objects o become a focus of scholarly in-
terest, They have continued to attract much attention
over the years because of their unusual shape and
elaborate incised decoration. Recent finds have shed
new light on these curious objects, and we can now
attempt to outline their distribution and chronology
with considerably greater confidence than before. It is
important te remember, however, that inasmuch as
those available for study still represent an essentially

Forked
handle

e 3 A

Barred Rectangular Bracket
handle handle handle

acridental selection, any conclusions drawn must be
regarded as tentative,

“Frying pans,” as the term is used here, are low-
walled objects, roughly circular as seen from above,
with projecting handles of various types. Their func-
tion is uncertain, although it is argued below that they
were probably plates. For convenience, the outer fat

Mellink 1956 M.J. Mellink, “The Royal Tombs at

Alaca Huyik and the Aegean World,”
The Asgean and the Near Ean
(Locuss Walley 1956 10-58,

G.E. Mylonas, Aghens Keomas (Prince-
ton 1950},

3. A- Panavasileion. Mleot sie fo Fi8aia

Blylonas 1959

Panavasileiow 1910
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Rambach poloy (2000
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Arranged by author, using Google Earth and images from Coleman 2011
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Embodiment:

Embodied use of material, becoming an extension of their physical
presence.

Materiality:
‘Material agency’ of material. Ability to act and be acted upon.
Material scaffold:

Potential to carry communicated meaning mediated through embodied
performance.

“...partners in the social conversation
of being.” (Boast 1997, 190)
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Surface/handheld

All pottery from British Museum

Diagram by author
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Ghalandriani, Syros (EC Il) Manika, Euboia (EH I-ll)

.Close to face of deceased -Upright position affixed to the
chamber wall

-Vessels stacked into frying-pan
-Niche or corner

.Close to face basis for mirror
interpretation?

1. Tsountas 1898; Hekman 2003. 2. Sapouna-Sakellaraki 1987; Papavasileiou 1910.
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Nea Kifissia, Attica (EH Il) Proskynas, Lokris (EH Il)
.Pits containing a variety of -Building A
vessels

Imported Cycladic frying-pan
.Frying-pans included alongside fragments with drinking and pouring
portable hearth fragments shapes

-Marble figurines -House deliberately burned down

.Interpreted as refuse from cult and sealed with stones

activities .Commemoration?

Interpreted as social drinking

1. Georgousopoulou 2019. 2. Zahou 2019.
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.Chalandriani — c. 6% of burial

Cable 10 D of s ot ot 310 assemblage
Fasmcs -Five Kampos fragments from
poem s o ww e % ™ Markiani (EC I/1) none from Keros-
f‘"ﬁ;’i m : m Syros (EC Il) phases
s . 251 Twn w3 s Four published fragments at
Foo v cool s  »: ' 7 Phylakopi — from over 100 EC II
examples
.In all cases frying-pans a minor
Helanan 2003, table 10. element in ceramic assemblages
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2. EH I/EC I/ll. c. 2800 BCE
3. EHII/EC II, c. 2600 BCE

1. FN/EH I. c. 3200 BCE Lt -

‘ By author using QGIS
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1. British Museum. 2. Staatliche Museen zu Berlin
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All from the British Museum
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.Libation vessel (Coleman 1985; Betancourt
2012)

Mirror (Mellink 1956; Getz-Gentle;
Papathanassoglou & Georgouli 2009)

Saltpan (Doumas (1993; Siotis & Aloupi-Siotis
2020)

Cult-objeet (Zchietzchmann 1935; Goodison
2006)

.Cosmic-calendar-(Faucounau 1978; Tsikritsis
et al. 2015)

Pigment-palette (Rambach 2000) Need for the incorporation of the decorated elements int.
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.Cycladic deity life and death (Getz-Gentle 1996)
.Female sun goddess (Goodison 2006)
JIshtar (Sherratt 2000)

.Raiding and sexual gratification/reproduction (Broodbank 2000)
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NEW EVIDENCE FROM THE EARLY BRONZE AGE CEMETERY AT MANIKA, CHALKIS
(@) The two pyxides from Tomb 5; (4) Group of Vases from Tomb 7; (¢, d) Frying Pan (5558) —top and back view; (¢] Frying
Pan (5565); (f) Frying Pan (5566)

Manika, Euboia — EH [—II
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A. Aplomata, Naxos — EC Il

Sympozjum Egejskie | Christopher Nuttall

19-20 June 2023 | Postdoc

st ATHEMS



2

~ 4 C. “Cyclades” — E@/lLouros Athalassou, Naxos - EC /Il
1. By author using QGIS. 2A. Coleman 1985, fig. 3. 2B. National Archaeological Museum, Athens. 2C. Museum of Cycladic Art, Athens. 2D. Papathanasopoulos 1961-62 (AD
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Chalandriani, Syros — EC Il

Louros Athalassou, Naxos — EC I/l
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Legend

Undecorated

Skyscape (Star/Sun)

Spirals and Circles
Kerbschnitt

Female Genitalia

Seascape (Boat/Fish)

By author using QGIS
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Embedment:

-How individuals experienced
themselves in specific cultural
or physical environments
through embodied praxis.

.Investigation of culturally
specific practices and concepts,
on individual and collective
levels.

Environment

3

1. Al generated image using DeepAl. 2. Museum of Cycladic Art. 3. National Archaeological Museum, Athmaterial CUItU re
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TRADE, COMMUMNICATION AND INMOWVATION 453

LT CENTRAL
3+

-

FIG. 20.5 The international spirit of the Aegean Early Bronze 2 period. Findspots of
certain types of wide distribution. (There are many additional finds, not indicated on
the map, of Early Minoan Il pottery in Crete, of folded-arm figurines in the Cyclades,
and of depas cups elsewhere in Anatolia. The distribution of ‘sauceboats'in mainland

3 Renifrew 1872°%g* YU ¥ Al Hom the British Museum

\& Swedish i Sympozjum Egejskie | Christopher Nuttall

Research 19-20 June 2023 | Postdoc

s Council




Tsepi, Attica — EH |

Pantelidou Gofa (PAE) 2011, pl 7a
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Chalandriani, Syros — EC |l

1. NAM, Athens. Modified by author.
2. British Museum

\& Swedish Sympozjum Egejskie | Christopher Nuttall
Research | 19-20 June 2023 | Postdoc

s Council




By author. Images from Pixabay, Tsountas 1898 and Hekman 2003.
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Dziekuje! Thank you for your time.

chrisnuttallacademia@gmail.com

il / Swedish |

— = ResearCh HELLENIC REPUBLIC
SWEDISH National and Kapodistrian
INSTITUTE oD COU”ClI University of Athens
at ATHENS EST. 1837
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